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Dear Ventura College Foundation Community,

As I reflect the milestones of the 2023-24 academic year, I’m filled with immense gratitude for your 
unwavering support. Each gift, partnership, and shared vision has empowered Ventura College students to 
reach new heights, overcome challenges, and embrace the future with confidence. 

Thank you for your generosity and belief in our mission! In 2023-24, the VC Foundation provided over 
$738,558 in support to serve 7,858 students and facilitated another $1.33 million for 56 Ventura College 
Programs from 14 dept./divisions. 

This past year, your contributions have been especially vital in sustaining two VC Foundation support 
initiatives: the VC Promise and the VC Basic Needs Center programs. The VC Promise continued to open 
doors to higher education and reduced financial barriers for 4,195 first-time, full-time, first and second year 
students to pursue their dreams without the heavy burden of tuition fees. Of that number, the VC Foundation 
ensured that all eligible students were served by providing 1,136 with gap funding in response to statewide 
Promise budget cuts.

Equally essential is the VC Basic Needs Center, which last academic year provided food, housing, and 
financial assistance to 2,750 students of which 2,355 of those were served through the food pantries on 
both the Ventura and East Campus in Santa Paula. With demand up by 40% from last year, these pantries 
now serve 350 students each day. The VC Foundation Board understands that educational success is closely 
tied to overall well-being and we must expand our support to give all students a fighting chance to reach 
their full potential.

Thank you for being a remarkable force behind our mission. The power of education and the heart of our 
community are joining forces to empower scientists, first responders, educators, public servants, workforce 
technicians and innovators. These real-life superheroes will lead our community into a brighter and stronger 
future for generations to come.

Gratefully,

Anne Paul King
Executive Director, Ventura College Foundation
805-289-6160 | aking@vcccd.edu

P.S. - Thank you if you’ve already made a year-end gift! If not, there’s still time 
to make a meaningful difference before the year ends. Your support today will 
help open doors to education and close equity gaps. Please GIVE TODAY: 
venturacollegefoundation.org/donate/ or Text: Give2VC To: 91999

DAISY CASTILLO: TURNING STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP INTO A CAREER
Daisy Castillo is a shining example of resilience and determination, a 
proud first-generation college student who is currently pursuing her 
Master of Arts in Education (MAEd), Educational Counseling at the 
University of Southern California (USC). 
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SCAN TO GIVE

Her journey began at Ventura College, where she laid a strong academic foundation before transferring to UC 
Santa Barbara (UCSB) to complete her Bachelor of Arts in Chicana/o Studies and Educational Studies. As the 
daughter and granddaughter of migrant farm workers, Daisy’s story is deeply shaped by the values instilled in 
her by her family.

Initially, Daisy faced setbacks when she was denied admission to her top-choice universities after graduation 
from Santa Paula High School. Rather than give up, she enrolled at Ventura College and received the VC 
Promise. Receiving the tuition support of the VC Promise allowed her to save money and better prepare for 
her academic future. Despite starting her college experience with early morning and late-night classes due to 
late registration, Daisy took proactive steps to maximize her time. She spent her summer on campus, exploring 
transfer options and getting involved.

Her participation in the Associated Students of Ventura College (ASVC) was transformative and she served 
as the ASVC President in 2018-19. It allowed her to develop advocacy skills, and through the Extended 
Opportunities Programs and Services (EOPS), she found counselors who believed in her potential. The Ventura 
College Foundation also played a critical role as Daisy benefited from VC Foundation’s textbook lending and 
scholarships programs. 

Daisy’s path as a first-generation college student was fraught with challenges. However, she found a 
supportive community at Ventura College, which helped her navigate higher education while discovering her 
identity and aspirations. Reflecting on her journey, she expresses deep appreciation for her time at Ventura College, 
stating, “If VC had bachelor’s degrees, I would have stayed. It was the most transformative experience of my life.”

Today, as a USC Trojan, Daisy is committed to a career in student affairs, hoping to empower future students 
just as she was supported. Her story is a powerful reminder of how education and community support can 
change lives, demonstrating that it’s not where one starts, but the dedication and effort invested along the way 
that truly matters.



AVERAGE AGE
24.6

 
STUDENT COUNT

11,307

FOUNDATION DIRECT SUPPORT # OF STUDENTS 
SERVED

SUPPORT 
AMOUNT

VC PROMISE

VC Promise Program (1st & 2nd Year Tuition Paid) 1,136 $81,750* 

VC BASIC NEEDS 

VC Basic Needs Program (Pantry & Equipment) 2,750 $6,777

Jordana Ybarra-Telias Emergency Grant Program 9 $11,468

SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships (421 Scholarships Awarded) 230 $636,016

TEXTBOOK SUPPORT

Semester Lending Library (4,711 Check Outs)
Class Sets (211 Check Outs) 

3,472
102 $2,547

Reserve Library (365 Check Outs) 151

Veteran Textbook Support 8

TOTAL 23/24 
PROGRAM SUPPORT 7,858 $738,558 

FINANCIAL AID / BUDGET

2023-24 Financial Aid 
Total Received $30.4 Million

Ventura College 
2023-24 
Total Budget

$69,961,899

Accreditation:  Ventura College is accredited 
by the Accrediting Commission for Community 
and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) of the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), 
10 Commercial Boulevard, Suite 204, Novato, 
CA 94949, (415) 506-0234, an institutional 
accrediting body recognized by the Commission 
on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation, 
and the U.S. Department of Education.
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Hispanic
White
Asian/Pacific Islander
Multiple
Black
Other
Native American

 Continuing Student
 First-Time Student 
 Returning Student 
 K-12 Student

     Advanced Placement 
 First-Time Transfer  
 CA Virtual Campus

Female
Male
Unreported

Associate Degrees
Associate Degree for Transfer
Certificate of Achievement
Transfer Certificate
Noncredit Certificates
TOTAL 

65.3%
22.5%

4.8%
3.6%
2.0%
1.5%
0.3%

..................... 5,566
....................... 2,588
....................... 1,823 

..................... 835 
.......................... 442
............................ 53

................................ 40%
 ................................ 2.3%

............................. 3,393 
............................ 7,914 

55.7%
41.8%

2.4%

2,844
614
730
798
189

5,175

STUDENT ETHNICITYSTUDENT STATUS

STUDENT GENDER

VC CAMPUS PROGRAM 
SUPPORT FACILITATED BY VCF

VC, VCCCD & VC FOUNDATION 
EMPLOYEE SUPPORT

SUPPORT AMOUNT:        	    $314,663 

SUPPORT AMOUNT: $1.33 MILLION* 

DEGREES & CERTIFICATES 
AWARDED

103 Employee Donors
823 Employee Donations

56 Programs from
14 Dept/Divisions

Full-Time Student  
Part-Time Student

First Generation 
   College Student	
Veteran Students		

*VCF gap funding to address Statewide Promise Budget Cuts to ensure all eligible students were served

*Doesn’t include additional E-Teams Fundraising 
Platform Support for VC Athletics: $90,974

The Ventura College Foundation is committed to maintaining the 
highest standards of transparency, accountability, and stewardship 
of all funds, including grants, contracts, and donor-directed 
contributions. Our finances are thoroughly reviewed at regular 
intervals by our finance committee, executive committee, investment 
committee, audit committee, and our full board of directors. VCF 
undergoes an annual audit by an independent audit firm specializing 
in nonprofit organizations, and the VCF audit committee assesses 
this vendor relationship at regular intervals. All of this is to ensure 
our organization’s prudent use of resources in 
achieving our mission to serve Ventura College 
and its students.  

7/1/2023 - 6/30/2024
REVENUES (w/o Investment Income) 

INVESTMENT INCOME
OPERATING EXPENSES 
NET ASSETS

 $4,650,041 
 $3,712,305 
 $3,584,135 

 $33,029,895 

 Private Cash  
     Contributions 
     $3,340,111

 Marketplace  
     Vendor Income 
    $891,945    

 Gifts-In-Kind 
     $323,193 

 Other Income 
     $94,791

 Total Program 
     Services 
     $2,565,538

 Fundraising &  
     Development 
     $752,394 

 Management  
     & General 
     $266,203

REVENUES
(w/o Investment Income) ........................ $4,650,041 

OPERATING EXPENSES.............. $3,584,135 
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